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My personal wormhole. . .

It all begin with Corita

. . . 

continued with E. E. Cummings: 
ά¢Ŝƭƭ ƳŜΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ  ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΚ 
vǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΥ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǊƭȅέ Φ Φ Φ 

headed into some serious picture envy in a family of visual 
artists: 

άI wish I could hang a kuƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΗέ  

and ended in a desire to learn from picture what more there is 
to poem, by making haiga.



What is haiga?

IŀƛƎŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǇƭŀȅŦǳƭ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΣέ ƛΦŜΦΥ

ÅA blendedart practiced since the 17th century 
in Japan. 

ÅA simultaneous presentation of haiku and visual 
image tending towards synergy.

ÅA creative juxtaposition of unlike things.

ÅSide-by-side fictions of poem and pictureτlike 
toddlers playingseparately yet together, 
influencing each other overtly & covertly.



What is      play?

ÅA goal-less activity performed for fun or enjoyment 
that incidentallydevelops skill, intuition, and 
knowledge.

ÅPermission to imitate, model, and learn by doing, 
without risk or consequence. 

Åά¢ƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎǇƻƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ 
colors, shapes, relationshipsτto juggle elements 
ƛƴǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƧǳȄǘŀǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΧ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΧέ ώwƻƎŜǊǎΣ мфрпϐ



Playing with Haiga

Åtƭŀȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ άƳŀǎƘ-ǳǇέ ōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ 
experience that suddenly gain resonance from their 
juxtaposition. 

ÅPlay with poem and painting works the same way. 
How we relate word and image (how we juxtapose) 
develops relationships between the two.

ÅThe synergies that may result develop meaning 
beyond that of poem or picture alone. 



A Playful Example

candlelight
a farmhouse in the lee
of early dark

a poem in need 
of a picture

a picture 
άōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘέ
from the 
internet

the borrowed 
picture 

modified



¢ƘŜ άaŀǎƘ-¦Ǉέ



A Playfully Serious Juxtaposition

ÅWhen the juxtaposition of poem 
and picture is effective, 
additional insight into the haiku 
moment may be in the offing: 

ÅWhat connections can we 
draw between word and 
image? 

ÅHow does the poem inform 
the picture, and the picture 
inform the poem?



Haiga Relationships

ÅILLUSTRATION: Does the picture 
illustrate what the poem 
describes?  (Or vice versa?)

ÅINTERPRETATION: Does the 
picture interpret what the poem 
leaves unspoken, though 
inferred? (Or vice versa?)

ÅINTUITIVE EXPANSION: Does the 
picture present new and 
unexpected content that links 
with the poem on an intuitive 
levelτand expands its meaning? 
(Or vice versa?)



HAIGA: 
The Poetry of Images

An exhibit of poem:pictures
by Chase Gagnon and Lidia Rozmus

with representative
haiga from around the world

Arranged by members of the 
Evergreen Haiku Study Group 
at Michigan State University,

East Lansing, Michigan



Poem & Picture: Adjei Agyei-Baah, Ghana



Poem & Picture: Steve Hodge, USA 



Haiku & Photography: Chase Gagnon


