Searching for Synergie
Between Poem
and Picture:

A Haiga Workshop

with Michele RootBernstein

disfant voices
In Sundown

Haiku Society of America Spring Meeting
Mentor, Ohio
May 46, 2018

Michele Root -Bernstein
Modern Haiku, 48.3 autumn 2017



¢ 2dzNJ LI Ay ()
f 208

Y (KSe@ )

hetaotled INto some serious picture envy in a family of visual
artists:
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and ended in a desire to learn from picture what more there i
to poem, by makindpaiga



What is haiga?
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AA blendedart practiced since the 17th century

In Japan.

AA simultaneous presentation of haiku and visual
Image tending towardsynergy

AA creativguxtaposition of unlike things.
ASideby-side fictions of poem and picturelike

toddlersplayingseparately yet together,
Influencing each other overtly & covertly.



What iEA play?

AA goalless activity performed for fun or enjoyment
that incidentallydevelops skill, intuition, and
knowledge.

APermission to imitate, model, and learn by doing,
without risk or consequence.
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colors, shapes, relationshipgo juggle elements

AyiG2 AYLRaaAaofsS 2dzEll LR
2yS F2N)¥ (02 Yy20KSNXE o



Playing with Haiga
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experience that suddenly gain resonance from their
juxtaposition.

APlay with poem and painting works the same way.
How we relate word and image (how we juxtapose)
develops relationships between the two.

AThe synergies that may result develop meaning
beyond that of poem or picture alone.



A Playful Example

candlelight _
a farmhouse in the lee / a poem in need
of early dark of a picture

a picture
A0 2NNEBgSRE
from the
internet

the borrowed
picture
modified
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a farmhouse in the lee
of early dark

Haiku: Michele Roo




A Playfully Serious Juxtaposition

AWhen the juxtaposition of poem
and picture is effective,
additional insight into the haiku
moment may be in the offing:

AWhat connections can we
draw between word and
Image”?

AHow does the poem inform
the picture, and the picture
iInform the poem?




Haiga Relationships

AILLUSTRATIOMoes the picture

llustrate what the poem

describes? (Or vice versa?)
AINTERPRETATIODbes the
picture interpret what the poen
eaves unspoken, though
Inferred? (Or vice versa?)

AINTUITIVE EXPANSIDbeS the

picture present new and

lake shimmer
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cygnets slip in and out

of the fiction

unexpected content that links
with the poem on an intuitive

levelt and expands its meaning?

(Or vice versa?)




HAIGA:
The Poetry of Images

An exhibit of poem:pictures
by Chase Gagnoand Lidia Rozmus
with representative
haiga from around the world

Arranged by members of the

Evergreen Haiku Study Group

at Michigan State University,
East Lansing, Michigan

haiga

between
word
&
image
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memorial day —
who will cherish his things
when she's gone?

Poem & Picture: Steve Hodge, USA



Haiku & Photography: Chase Gagno



